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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Infectious disease of parrots. 

77-79 Bite Notre Dame des Champs, 

Paris, France, June 15, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith for your consideration a 
clipping from the Paris edition of the New York Herald of June 13, 
1897, relative to psittacosis, an infections disease of parrots, communi- 
cable to man. 

In the past few years there have been two distinct outbreaks of the 
disease in Paris, attended by a considerable mortality, and there is every 
probability that the suspicious, and up to this time unexplained, out- 
break of an infectious disease in Marseilles during the months of Janu- 
ary and February of the present year may in all probability be traced 
to the same cause. For this statement I have the highest authority, and 
I submit the article, as it serves, in a measure, to clear up what was a 
perplexing mystery to me, and concerning which I fully realized the 
unsatisfactory nature of my report upon Marseilles. The probability 
is rendered all the stronger by a recollection of the neighborhood in 
which the outbreak occurred, one of the houses, as it will be remem- 
bered, being used as a bird store, making a specialty of East Indian 
parrots. 

Very respectfully, H. D. Geddings, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

[Inclosure.] 

PSITTACOSIS. 

Never did parrots make themselves talked ahout so. much in Paris as of recent years. 

The fact is they have made so many victims that it is ahout time to put an end to their 

havoc. The thing began in 1892, when two distinct epidemics on a small scale were 

noted in two separate quarters of the city, hut it was found that the guilty birds had 
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moved from' one part of the town to the other. The same thing happened agate in the 
following year, caused by other parrots. Then in February of last year there was 
another epidemic which overtook 5 persons, of whom 2 died. And those who suc- 
cumbed had been conspicuous in tending the parrots, giving them food from their own 
mouths and warming them in their clothes. The sick parrots were evidently responsi- 
ble for these successive epidemics. M. Nocard, of Paris, had, as far back as 1893, dis- 
covered in the osseous marrow taken from the wings of parrots brought from America 
to France a bacillus of extreme virulence alike to parrots, to mice, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
and pigeons. 

Following on the epidemic of a year ago MM. Gibbert and Founder took up the 
study of this bacillus, which they traced to the blood in the heart of one of the victims. 
The bacillus in question has some resemblance to the bacillus of typhoid fever, but 
diners from it in the appearances of its growth on gelatine, and above all in its virul- 
ence. The disease which it produces is met with mostly among members of the parrot 
tribe, hence its name of psittacosis. From a clinical point of view it presents the 
aspect of a typhoiidal-a'toxo-adynamic fever, without abdominal accidents and with 
predominance of nervous and pulmonary troubles. M. Debove, professor of the Paris 
faculty of medicine, inclines to the belief that we have here to deal with a special 
microbic disease frequent among parrots which can be transmitted to mankind with 
redoubtable facility. 

By reason of its contagious nature M. Debove recommends certain precautionary 
measures : Surveillance over the importation of parrots ; forbidding bird fanciers to sell 
sick birds through hawkers ; instructions for the guidance of fanciers in case of sick- 
ness among the birds. 

These measures would be excellent ; but it is to be feared that they will remain a 
dead letter. Owners of parrots increase in their fondling attentions to their pets when 
the latter are ill and contagion takes place. Special emphasis must be laid on the 
danger of such a proceeding. The malady contracted is very serious and often fatal in 
its consequences. It is but prudent to repeat this warning. To expose oneself to risks 
of death through affection for a parrot is rather excessive. 



Smallpox in, the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States 
Marine-Hospital Service, December 89, 1896, to July 9, 1897.* 



Places. 


Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Remarks. 


Alabama : 


Dec. 28-Jan.26..... 
Mar. 28 


1 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 






Mobile 














Apr. 17 








May 21 








May 31 










1 




Connecticut: 


Feb. 17 


1 

13 

14 
3 

10 
7 
2 

18 




Florida : 


Jan. 19-Feb.20„... 
Feb. 28-Mar. 10 .... 

Mar. 25 
















Varioloid. 






Do. 






Do. 






Do. 


Escambia County (not in- 






IUinois: 




Smallpox reported; 
brought from Mexico. 








1 




Apr. 10-Apr. 17;.... 


2 






1 




Indiana: 


Feb. 12._ 


1 

4 
1 
3 
1 
1 




Massachusetts : 


May 22-May 29.... 
June 6-June 26.... 




















1 










Michigan : 




Smallpox reported. 
Do. 











